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' SECTION 1 OF 2 BUENOS AIRES 9595 

E.O. 12065: GDS 11/23/85 (FRIEDMAN, TOWNSEND B.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: (U) HUMAN RIGHTS SUMMARY - NOVEMBER 15-22 


J ENTIRE TEXT) 


2. SUMMARY: A BIOPSY WHICH SHOWS THAT FORMER PRESIDENT 
CAMPORA HAS CANCER HAS PUT THE GOA ON THE SPOT WHETHER 
TO FINALLY GRANT HIM A SAFE CONDUCT PASS. OUT OF ARGENTINA. 
JAIME LOKMAN LEFT FOR ISRAEL NOVEMBER 22. THE GOA CON- 
TINUES TO TAKE A REASSURING LINE ON THE LIMITED NATURE 
OF THE TERRORIST THREAT. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH CONTINUES 
TO TRY TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE POPE'S RECENT STATEMENT 
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARTENTINA. END SUMMARY. 


3. CAMPORA TO GET SAFE CONDUCT? 
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A NOVEMBER 21 BIOPSY AT A BUENOS AIRES HOSPITAL 
CONFIRMED THAT AILING FORMER PRESIDENT HECTOR CAMPORA 
HAS METASTATIZED CANCER WITH SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS. 
THE MILITARY HAD MADE SUCH A BIOPSY A CONDITION 
PRECEDENT TO ISSUING CAMPORA A SAFE CONDUCT OUT OF 
THE COUNTRY FROM HIS MEXICAN EMBASSY ASYLUM. THOUGH 
THE JUNTA HAD EARLIER INDICATED THAT A FINDING OF 
SERIOUS CANCER WOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO GRANT THE 
EX-PRESIDENT SAFE CONDUCT, THE MILITARY WAS STILL 
WRESTLING WITH THE ISSUE AS OF MIDDAY NOVEMBER 23. 

(WE ARE TOLD THAT SOURCES CLOSE TO THE PERSON WHO 
PERFORMED THE BIOPSY SAY THAT CAMPORA HAS ONLY THREE 
MONTHS TO LIVE.) 


4. JAIME LOKMAN LEAVES 


JAIME LOKMAN, ONE OF THE BETTER KNOWN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN ARGENTINA LEFT FOR ISRAEL ON THE RIGHT 
OF OPTION NOVEMBER 22. LIKMAN, A USED CAR DEALER IN 
CORDOBA, HAD BEEN HELD SINCE MARCH 1976 ON VAGUE AND 
UNSUBSTANTIATED CHARGES OF ASSISTING SUBVERSIVES. IN 
FACT, HE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE VICTIM OF A PERSONAL 
ANIMUS OF GENERAL LUCIANO BENJAMIN MENENDEZ AND WAS 
A BENEFICIARY WHEN THE GENERAL WAS RETIRED FOLLOWING 
HIS ABORTIVE SEPTEMBER COUP-C 


^MRS. LOKMAN, WHO WAS PARTICULARLY IRON 
WILLED ANIi DOGGED IN EFFORTS TO GET HER HUSBAND FREED, 
HAS TOLD US THAT THEY BOTH PLAN TO TRAVEL TO THE UNITED 
STATES TO THANK ALL THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO HIS 
ULTIMATE RELEASE . 
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5 . TERRORISM 

THE LINE IS THE SAME: ALL GOA SPOKESMEN CONTINUE 
TO MINIMIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECENT TERRORIST 
INCIDENTS. THE LINE THE SERVICE COMMANDERS AND OTHERS 
(INCLUDING GENERAL BUSSI) TAKE IN THEIR PUBLIC REMARKS 
IS THAT THE MONTONERO ATTACKS ARE THE WORK OF ISOLATED 
FANATICS FROM WHICH NO SOCIETY IS IMMUNE TODAY. AS 
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WE HAVE NOTED BEFORE A MOST PALPABLE ACHIEVEMENT OF 
THIS GOVERNMENT FOR MOST ARGENTINES WAS ITS ABILITY 
TO RESTORE ORDER AND ELIMINATE TERRORIST VIOLENCE. 

FROM ONE POINT OF VIEW IT WOULD HARDLY PAY POLITICAL 
BENEFITS TO THE JUNTA TO ALLOW FEARS TO BE FED HERE 
THAT THE TERRORISTS ARE MAKING A COMEBACK. NEVERTHELESS, 
THE GOA DID HAVE OTHER OPTIONS -- INCLUDING AN EFFORT 
TO GATHER SUPPORT BY EXAGGERATING THE DANGER WHILE 
GEARING UP FOR ANOTHER ROUND AT BASHING "SUBVERSIVES” 

AND TERRORISTS. MOREOVER, THERE WERE AND ARE ELEMENTS 
IN 'THE MILITARY WHO WOULD HAVE SUPPORTED SUCH A REGRESSION 
AND USED IT FOR THEIR OWN POLITICAL PURPOSES. THEREFORE, 
THE GOVERNMENTS . S SINGLE-MINDED SOUNDING OF REASSURANCES 
AT VARIOUS LEVELS IS A WELCOME AND POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT. 
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AT THE SAME TIME THAT MILITARY AND GOVERNMENT 
SPOKESMEN WERE REASSURING THE PUBLIC THAT TERRORISM IS 
A THING OF THE PAST THEY WERE ALSO PROMISING ARGENTINES 
THAT THE PROCESS OF RETURNING THE COUNTRY TO DEMOCRATIC 
RULE OF LAW WOULD CONTINUE. JOINING JUNTA MEMBERS IN 
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MAKING THIS THEME EXPLICIT WAS MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 
HARGUINDEGUY, WHO MADE A STRONG DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN GENERAL TERMS. EVEN GENERAL SUAREZ MASON, THE ARCH- 
TYPICAL HARDLINER SPOKE OUT PUBLICLY THIS WEEK, 

IN A MANNER WHICH IF AMBIGUOUS DID SEEM TO MOVE HIM 
TOWARDS THE POSITION OF VIDELA AND VIOLA. HE ALSO HAD 
WORDS OF PRAISE FOR BRITAIN AND ITS DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, 

DELIVERED THIS WEEK AT A PARTY FOR A DEPARTING U.K. 

ATTACHE . 
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6. 'THE CHURCH CONTINUES TO WRESTLE WITH POPE'S MESSAGE 
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THE ARGENTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH CONTINUES TO TRY TO 
COME TO TERMS WITH THE POPE'S RECENT ADMONISHMENTS TO 
THE GOVERNMENT ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION HERE -- 
PARTICULARLY THE SITUATION OF DISAPPEARED AND DETAINED 
PEOPLE . MOST ARGENTINE PRELATES CONTINUE TO SEEK TO 
DIMINISH THE IMPACT AND THE MEANING OF THE POPE'S 
WORDS. HOWEVER, MSGR. VICENTE ZAZPE, A LIBERAL AND 
SECRETARY OF THE BISHOPS' COUNCIL, TOOK A DIFFERENT 
TACK. ALSO SUNDAY ZAZPE GAVE A SERMON IN WHICH HE 
REPEATED THE TEXT OF THE POPE'S REMARKS ON ARGENTINA, 
AFFIRMED THAT THEY WERE PERFECTLY CLEAR DESPITE ATTEMPTS 
TO DISTORT THEM, AND CALLED THEM A "REMINDER OF THE 
SACRED URGENCY OF JUSTICE AND. . . .CHARITY. ” 

THE ARGENTINE PRESS CONTINUES TO BE SPRINKLED 

WITH RUMORS AND REPORTS THAT THE POPE MAY VISIT BRAZIL, 

ARGENTINA DN URUGUAY IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. 

THE OUTCOME OF PAPAL MEDIATION OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL 
DISPUTE HAS BEEN LINKED BY MANY TO THE POSSIBILITY 
OF THE POPE'S COMING HERE. NOW THE POPE, HAVING PUT 
HIMSELF PUBLICLY ON RECORD ON SPECIFIC HUMAN RIGHTS, 

HAS ADDED ANOTHER ELEMENT TO THE SPECULATION OF 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A PAPAL VISIT WOULD BE FEASIBLE. 
CASTRO 
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